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Statutory Framework for EJ Report

Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964

Executive Order 12898 of 
1994: Federal Actions to 
Address Environmental 

Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-
Income Populations

USDOT Planning 
Requirements
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
USDOT Planning Assistance and Standards for Metropolitan Planning require MPOs to seek out and consider “the needs of those traditionally underserved by existing transportation systems, such as low income and minority households, who may face challenges accessing employment and other services” 
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Key Terms

Environmental 
Justice

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, 
with respect to the development, implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and 
policies

Communities of 
Concern 

A geographic area where the percentage of any EJ 
population is greater than the regional threshold for that EJ 
population 
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EJ Populations
1. Minority 
Populations

2. Low-Income 
Households

3. Elderly 
Populations 

4. Limited 
English 

Proficiency (LEP)
5. Zero-car 
Households
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
a. All Minority race populations
b. Hispanic/Latino Ethnicity Origin populations
c. Black populations
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Methodology
• Census block groups analysis
• Regional thresholds were identified for 

each EJ population based on the 
percentage of that population in the 
DCHC region

• Each block group was compared to the 
threshold for each EJ population

• If a block group exceeded the threshold 
for that EJ population, it is considered a 
community of concern 
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Communities of Concern SummaryMPO Board 6/10/2020  Item 11

Page 6 of 13



MPO Board 6/10/2020  Item 11

Page 7 of 13



Overlapping 
Communities of 

Concern
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Historic EJ 
Neighborhoods
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Analysis of DCHC’s Major Planning Activities 

Analysis of geographic distribution of projects and 
funding: 

• 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

• FY 2018-2027 Transportation Improvement Program

• FY 2019-2020 Unified Planning Work Program 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
• Although projects may be equitably distributed, communities may not 

necessarily experience benefits and burdens equitably
• Suggests more detailed benefit/burden analysis for future versions

• EJ Report is a reference for local, regional, and state agencies and 
organization

• Adjust methodology as DCHC region grows, changes demographically, 
and as best practices evolve

• Adjust Public Involvement Policy to address future demographic changes
• Tailor outreach strategies to the values, traditions, and histories of 

communities and populations that exist in the DCHC area
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