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Statutory Framework for EJ
Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act 

of 1964
Executive Order 
12898 of 1994

National 
Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA)
USDOT Planning 
Requirements
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Key Terms

Environmental 
Justice

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, 
with respect to the development, implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and 
policies

Communities of 
Concern 

A geographic area where the percentage of any EJ 
population is greater than the regional threshold for that EJ 
population 
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Core 
Principles of 
EJ

1. Avoid, minimize, or mitigate  
disproportionately high and adverse 
human health or environmental 
effects, including social and economic 
effects, on minority populations and 
low-income populations.

2. Ensure the full and fair 
participation by all potentially 
affected communities in the 
transportation decision-making 
process.

3. Prevent the denial of, reduction 
in, or significant delay in the 
receipt of benefits by minority 
populations and low-income 
populations.
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EJ Populations
1. Minority 
Populations

2. Low-Income 
Households

3. Elderly 
Populations 

4. Limited 
English 

Proficiency (LEP)
5. Zero-car 
Households
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Methodology
• Census block groups
• Regional thresholds for each EJ 

population group were developed and 
used as benchmarks.

• Total population numbers for each EJ 
population in the Census Block Groups 
within the DCHC MPO were found and 
then compared to the total population of 
the MPO to determine the percent of 
total population for each EJ population. 

• Each regional threshold was then used 
during the analysis and identification of 
EJ communities of concern.
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Communities of Concern Summary
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Overlapping 
Communities of 

Concern
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Historic EJ 
Neighborhoods
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Analysis of DCHC’s Major Planning Activities 

EJ analysis of distribution of projects

• 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

• FY 2018-2027 Transportation Improvement 
Program

• FY 2019-2020 Unified Planning Work 
Program 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
• Although projects may be equitably distributed, communities may not 

necessarily experience benefits and burdens equitably
• Suggests more detailed benefit/burden analysis for future versions 

of the report 
• Adjust EJ methodology as DCHC region grows, changes demographically, 

and as best practices evolve
• Adjust Public Involvement Policy to address future demographic changes
• Tailor outreach strategies to the values, traditions, and histories of 

communities and populations that exist in the DCHC area
• Consider creating project specific EJ advisory committees
• Update EJ report as new MTPs are adopted 
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