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Low emission zones

Ulez expansion led to significant drop in air
pollutants in London, report finds

Change equivalent to removing 200,000 cars for a year, with
capital’s air quality improving at faster rate than rest of
England

L

O City Hall said the improvements in air quality had exceeded the targets it had set in its consultation before
the policy was implemented last year. Photograph: Yui Mok/PA
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Levels of harmful air pollutants have dropped significantly since the ultra-
low emission zone was enlarged to cover Greater London last year, according
to a report from city hall.

Analysis covering the first six months since the Ulez expansion found that
total emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) from cars across London were 13%
lower than projected had the scheme remained confined to inner London,
while NOx from vans was 7% lower.
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Levels of particulate pollution in the form of PM2.5 exhaust emissions from
cars in outer London are an estimated 22% lower than without the
expansion.

The total change was equivalent to removing 200,000 cars from the road for
one year, the report said.

London’s air quality was continuing to improve at a faster rate than the rest
of England, with the capital’s pollution rapidly approaching levels seen
across the country, it found.

Sadig Khan, the mayor of London, extended Ulez from the inner London
boroughs across the whole of London in August 2023.

The move was bitterly opposed by many in outer London with a number of
Conservative-led councils taking legal action.

The most polluting cars must normally pay a £12.50
charge each day they are driven in the capital. Only a minority of cars on the
road are affected, with most petrol cars under 19 years old and diesel cars
under nine years old exempt.

The proportion of non-compliant vehicles entering the expanded Ulez
halved to less than 4% in February, compared with more than 8% detected
on London’s roads last June. About 90,000 fewer non-compliant vehicles
were detected daily on average each day in the zone.

City hall said the improvements in air quality had exceeded the targets it had
set in its consultation before the policy was implemented last year.

Khan said: “Today’s report shows that the Ulez is working even better than
expected. The expansion to outer London is already having a significant
effect - driving down levels of pollution, taking old polluting cars off our
roads and bringing cleaner air to millions more Londoners.

“We are now set to get London’s air to within legal limits by 2025, 184 years
earlier than previously projected.”

Christina Calderato, the director of strategy at TfL, said
the expansion had cut 424 tonnes of NOx emissions in six months. She said:
“We know that toxic air is associated with increased risks of asthma, cancer
and dementia, and that it disproportionately affects poorer Londoners and
those from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities.

“With the greatest number of deaths attributable to air pollution occurring in
outer London, it’s great to see these results since the Ulez was introduced
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London-wide.”

Actual levels of NOx from cars in London have fallen by 23% year on year.
About nine million people live in the area now covered by Ulez.

A scrappage scheme has disbursed £184m to more than 53,000 approved
applications, with about 250 vehicles sent to Ukraine instead of being
scrapped.

Overall traffic levels have not changed, bar usual seasonal variations,
according to the report.

Silviya Barrett, the policy director at Campaign for Better Transport, said: To
further improve the capital’s air quality and reduce congestion, we now need
to see fewer vehicles on the roads with ongoing investment in public
transport and walking and cycling to help reduce the need to drive.”

I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I wanted to ask if you would
consider supporting the Guardian’s journalism as we enter one of the most
consequential news cycles of our lifetimes in 2024.

We have never been more passionate about exposing the multiplying threats to our
democracy and holding power to account in America. In the heat of a tumultuous
presidential race, with the threat of a more extreme second Trump presidency
looming, there is an urgent need for free, trustworthy journalism that foregrounds
the stakes of November’s election for our country and planet.

Yet, from Elon Musk to the Murdochs, a small number of billionaire owners have a
powerful hold on so much of the information that reaches the public about what’s

happening in the world. The Guardian is different. We have no billionaire owner or
shareholders to consider. Our journalism is produced to serve the public interest -

not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media: the tendency, born of a desire to
please all sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of neutrality. We always
strive to be fair. But sometimes that means calling out the lies of powerful people
and institutions - and making clear how misinformation and demagoguery can
damage democracy.

From threats to election integrity, to the spiraling climate crisis, to complex foreign
conflicts, our journalists contextualize, investigate and illuminate the critical stories
of our time. As a global news organization with a robust US reporting staff, we’re able
to provide a fresh, outsider perspective - one so often missing in the American
media bubble.
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Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free journalism
because of our unique reader-supported model. That’s because of people like you.

Our readers keep us independent, beholden to no outside influence and accessible to
everyone - whether they can afford to pay for news, or not.

If you can, would you support us today? We appreciate all gifts, but a monthly
contribution - even a small one - enables us to invest in our most significant public-

interest reporting. Thank you.
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Editor, Guardian US
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